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also disappeared where the assassins lurked with an
infernal machine to blow up the First Consul. But
upon sites once covered with cemeteries, with sewers,
with pits, and with abominations indescribable, have
arisen verdant lawns, squares, and gardens, where,
at the vernal season, flowers charm the eye and
gratify the sense, while sparkling fountains pour
forth their cool streams; spaces where the sun and
air give life and animation to all around; man-
sions where domestic or polished society can enjoy
all the luxuries and comforts which art and taste
have introduced.

This transformation has been effected at an enor-
mous expense, by skilful architects and sculptors,
under the control of one great sovereign; it has
been the result of unremitting energy on the part
of those who planned the improvements, and the
indomitable toil of those who carried them out.
It was indeed a sight worthy this engineering age,
to see the thousand workmen congregated upon
various spots, the tram-roads, and trains of horses
and waggons bearing enormous weights of stone
from the neighbouring quarries, the crumbling
houses marked for destruction, and the deep founda-
tions dug for new Boulevards on both banks of the
Seine, the delight of Paris. Palaces have sprung
up, which may give historic recollections to future
generations quite as interesting as those we have
received from the Tour de Nesle, where a queen
carried on her licentious intrigues; or as the H6tel
de Sens, and the H6tel des Tournelles, the resi-
dence of princes, where bravoes issued forth to
murder, and in whose dungeons languished the good
and the brave, as well as the criminal; or theliving under their surveillance.ch and
